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LETTERS OF TUE BLACK DWARF. 
—ieaiaiataee 
Bram the Black Diucarf in’ London, to the Setlow 
Bouze at Japan. 
&RUMBLINGS OF THE GREEN MONSTER, AT THE PRE- 
PERMENT GF MR. CANNING. | 


ee ee 


Then first the creature found a tongne.’ 


Respected Friend. 

There has been erected in a park in 
the neighbourhood of this great city, a huge monster in 
bronze, which has attracted. much sittentibn particularly 


t 
as it has been mauutactured and placed there, by certain 
country women of that © oreat captain of the age,” the 


Duke of Wellington; -—-thie man who tought thet 
there were too many captains, and so got rid of one of 
them, by sanctioning the ——--of MarshaiNey. These 
ladies, with whe um the Duke is so ereat a favorite, have 
been very candid, in exhibiting tuis proolof their éasle ; 
—for the monster naked; and the whole matter Suy- 
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remaining principle of delicacy not regarded by the sub- 
c-ribing ladies, has generously made the monster a pre- 
sent of a fig leaf; but the taste of the ladies dictated a 
tonster of such immense proportions ; that the paltry 
fig leaf only attraets attention to what it was probabl 
meant to eonceal. [ have often wondered why the So- 
ciety for the Suppression of Vice, have not indicted this 
monster for not wearing a pair of breeches: as J have 
read of several of their prosecutions for indecent expo- 
sure of the person;—but upon reflection, their conduct 
ceases to surprise me; for the monster is undoubtedly a 
very great man, and the Vice Society, though they 
confess that great folks “set the laws at naught,” have 
never yet plucked up sufficient courage to attack any but 
very little bodies! so that I presume the great green 
monster may be indecently exposed, as long as it pleases 
his exhibitors that he should remain without cloathing ; 
—nor do I suppose his safety would be endangered, were 
his little fig leaf to be blown away by some high ‘wind. 
The lamentable death of Lord Castlereagh led away my 
attention from this grim memorial of the achievements 
of the great captain; or I should have endeavoured to 
persuade the contributing ladies, to have extended their 
liberality to the purchase of a decent suit of charit 
clothing ;—and I should have recommended an address 
to his most Gracious Majesty George the Fourth, in 
whose name proclamations has been published against 
immorality, and profaneness, and Jasciviousness, whether 
the statement on the pedestal of the gruff rogue, that it 
was put there by “ command” of the King, were nota 
gross falsehood :—or, if it were true, whether the eom- 
mand was that the monster should stand there naked, to 
put maids and matruns to the blush! The latter. 
should think, could not be true. ‘The monarch has. been 
graciously pleased to order that Mr. Canning should take 
a seat in the cabinet ; but if Mr. Canning in consequence 
of this command, were to present himself there without 
his small-clottes, the Lord Chancellor would order 
him to be removed, as a maniac; nor would the 
excuse that he had brought them with him in his 
hands, be admitted as any justification. The 
right honourable gentleman would plead in vain 
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that the King ordered him to be there. It would be 
indispensable that he should come in decent and pro- 
per attire:—and, although the grim griffin in the park 
has his armour leaning against his legs, and (as a jour- 
nalist very pertinently suggests) may have his breeches 
thrust into the armour, that is no reason on earth why 
he stands there without putting themon. If itbe said the 
poor fellow has no valet to assist him, some subscribing 
chamber-maid might volunteer her services to put them 
on. If effected on some dark night, the lady’s blushes 
might have been spared. As for ber modesty, after sub- 
scribing to the erection of sucha monster, that need not 
be much considered. 

As the winter advances I hope. these hints will be yet 
attended to; for I have some reason to believe that the 
artist has done more than he intended; and made some- 
thing more rational than the beings who paid for his 
manufacture. My reason for believing that the grim 
monster has more brains than those who put him there, 
is founded upon the following letter, purporting to come 
from the green gentleman himself, that was thrust into 
my letter-box a day ortwo ago. To my thinking, it 
contains a great deal of unanswerable inference; and if 
he were a little more decent in appearance, he should 
have my vote and interest for any situation in the state 
Which an honourable ambition might lead him to seek. 
I shall, however, leave thee to judge from his complaint, 
how well he is qualified for office. Here is the letter. 

TO THE BLACK DWARF, 
From the GREEN MAN cominonly called the GRIM MON- 
STER greeting :— 

Understanding that thou art a censor of abuses, and 
thatthou dost undertake to cure corruptions, and redress 
grievances, [ have taken the liberty to address thee, on 
behalf of myself, than whom there does not exist a 
more injured personage. ‘Thou knowest that I am a fa- 
vourite with Ma‘esty, seeing that the inscription at my 
feet tells thee that | hold my present exalted situation by 
the express command of Majesty itself:—and that lam 
deserving the greatest esteem thou wilt 4¥o admit, see- 
ing that the country women of the Duke of Wellington 
have thought ine a more jilfing object Lo commemorate 
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his victories than he would be himself. As the favourite 
specimen of female taste, } should also be a favorite with 
the fathers, tusbands, and brothers of the country ; 
who cannot hechok! me without wondering at the subii- 
rity of idea Which called me into being. Upon these 
considerations, | deemed myself secure of commanding 
universal applause - and | could not but deem that if 
my jJustambition should be induced to scek for any other 
situation in the state, | shoald receive the approbation of 
the ———, and the support of the nation. Thou must 
he aware of the numerous aifficuities and disadvantages 
of my present post; and that it is besides particularly 
disagreeable to be the object of a universal titter among 
the ignorant rabbie, both male and eng who cannot 
conceive how Tcame te be placed bere! Of this, I own, 
fam myself ignorant; but it is not for the creatare to 
impugn the wisdom of bis creators !—and [have no doubt 
that I have been pt up for some most important pur- 
pose, though it is not for me to cuess what it can be. It 
is enough for me, that | remain here, — I can cbtain 
. better place, which | understand is the object of all 
courtiers:——and as the united favourite ‘of the country- 
woman of the Great Captain, whois a courtier of the 
first order, and a gold siick bearer, I feel myself called 
upon to represent him at court, as well as to commemo- 
rate his good satin nein war. While there wes no im- 
portant vacancy, | did nol prefer any petition for removal; 
—but on the suicide of Lerd Ca istlereagh, I was led to 
hepe that my particular jitness for Ais siiuaiwn would 
not be ov erlook ty “My heart is as remote from all or- 
dinary feeline—my visage is as celebrated for the true 
political bronze of expression—and though I cannot 
speak quile as much nonsense as his Lordship was ac- 
customed to do, IT can promise to tell as litle trut. 
| may nol be adapted to perform as much mischief, but 
f should do quite as such good ;—and if I were to vield 
the palm to his Lordship in “ dyer upright,” f have as 
sood fundamental features: and can ** stand prostrate” as 
well as that notorious fevislater: and I could also engage 
not to go mad, or destroy myself. ! had therefere 1 reason 
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did I despair cf the result, when T heard that Cord Ra- 
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thurst was a can ee a the suceession to the seat of 
the maniac minister: for I was aware that im my peculiar 
reseinblance to the mental statesman, his Lordship had 
no pretensions to rival me. I did feel a lit tle alarmed 
when Mr. Canning was namet; but [ comforted myse f 
wilh the hope that the gracious monarch who thought 
proper lo express Ais SUSE of my fitness fora conspicuous 
situation, by commanding me to stand here, would never 
think of orderinz Mr: anal to take a seat in the Ca- 
binet, 1 was told that the menarca did not like the Lisbon 
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days gave the ceati Liow to my hepes, Lord Liverpool 
with a barbarit y that exceeds all betief—with a contempr 
for the idol of the country women ef the great Captain— 
with a monkish scora of the warlike pape of the ereat 
Captain himseli—and with a Gothic tenorance of the 
jinest specimen of art that excels natire- —“thou; xht proper 

to lug my rival into the cabinet by the ears, in spite of 
all the opposition tbat my frie nds could offer. This, Mr. 
Dwarf, is a national calamity. I speak not for myself ; 

nor do I urge the disappointment of my well-founded 
hopes :-—but, do for an instant recollect the diffe ence 
between me and my waneuaitld rival! Por an upright, 
unbending, and inflecitle minister, who could dezrade 
me by a comparison, with a trimming, bending, bowing, 
and intriguing politician, like Mr. C. “Really, Mr. Dwart, 
the qreat loss the country has sustained by losing me, 1s 
ncalculable 2 And what has it gaincd! Tt grieves my 
heart, though composed of the best cow -dune and plas - 
ter, to consider. the injury Which Lord L. has done his 
country. Mr. Hobhouse’s receipt for correcting the 
representation would not be half so mischievous. 

As the mischief, however, was done, I begun to look 
round, to see how it best might be repaired ;—and as 
Mr. Canning had been placed in 1 the post to which I as- 
pired, I naturally concluded that the vacant post of the 
Goversor General of Indiamightbe awarded me. Surely 
I shoulddo well enough for the management of the Indian 
world. I should have some recommendation there from 


my appearance. ‘They would not flout me because I am 
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naked ; and having no pockets I should not want to fill 
them at the expence of the miserable natives! Nor 
have I any relations to provide with large fortunes ;— 
nor would my eaprices interfere with my public duties, 
But, strange to say, | have not been applied to, to em- 
bark for India. 1 have no communication from the 
directors ;—and, what is still mcre strange, is that the 
things that craw! about my feet, are talking of the ap- 
pointment of the Marquis of Anglesea! “ Can such 
* things be,” and | remain unmoved ’ Can [ bear 
this, and not thirst to avenge myself! Oh that the 
countrywomen of the “ great “captain” had puta sword 
into my now emply asp! Poor dears! They little 
thought how their favorite weuld beinsulted! By heaven! 
I have a month’s mind to throw the useless armour 
that no one will help me on with, upon the heads of 
these insensates as they insult me with their vile prate 
as to who shall obtain the posts that | desire! Wouldst 
thou believe it, could any body believe it, that I have 
not been even requested to accept the office of Sheriff of 
London and Middlesex, this year! Not that I could 
have condescended to any thing so ccmparatively low; 
but not to be solicited, not to be consulted, as if great 

men, dike me, were as plentiful as blackberries! 1 was 
treated with the same indifference on Saturday last, when 
Mr. Alderman ifleygate was elected Mayor! What are 
the citizens about? Have they brains? Or has there 
been any new Act of Parliament smuggled through the 
legislature at midnight, to preveut their making aay use 
of their senses! To be sure, ] am not an Alderman ; — 
and it may be said, that etique tle requires the Mayor to 
be first an Alderman: but aia I not qualified for an Al- 
derman? fe not my lead thicker than the head of an 

one that ever belonged to an English Corporation? Or 
if f must abate anything of my pretensions, and allow 
that I have aiiy equal i in thickness of skull, may [ not fair! 

contend that mine is as thick as even the skull of an Al- 
derman need to be ? And what is etiquette against right 
and reason? ‘he citizens are not ob/iged ‘to elect an 
Alderman! And who has equal pretensions to myself ? 


Others talk of preserving the dignity and privileges of 
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the city unimpaired. This I should have done «as welt 
as any, and better than most of them; and I would 
have done more than they dare even to promise; for | 
would not have charged the city anything for the main- 
tenance of its dignity. Do remind the people of these 
matters, Mr. Dwarf; and tell them moreover, that if I 
am solicitous to oblain a place under corer, before the 
winter sets in, it is quite with as great a view of serving 
the country, as of serving myself; for | am anxious to 
save it the expense of winter clothing, and it is quite im- 
possible I can ** wallow naked in December’ssnow.” [have 
taken the liberty of saying sv much for myself, because 
Iam the best judge of my own merits; and | can see 
none about me who possess half so many. I have no 
fear of the responsibility of the situations whieh I am 
seeking ; for [ am quite assured that no one will ever 
charge me with any wrong. It has been, I know, ob- 
jected against me, that I am notat present dec 2nt enough 
in my clothing; and that I even neglect to put on the 
covering that the kind ladies have provided me with.— 
But [ must exculpate myself. I was put bere in a hurry; 
and, as I heard, by royalcommand. Now, I was not aware 
that I should be expected to put. on my armour, in 
** these piping limesof peace,” when even the Great Cap- 
tain has put on the smooth garb of the courtier; and 
as to the other clothing, I am but miserably provided, 
having only a mass of bronze drapery, which the dear 
ladies directed I should wear over my left shoulder! As 
IT ama G eek, I know nothing about the wearing of small 
clothes ; otherwise I should have taken a pair which an 
old clothes man assured me had belonged to the Irish 
Giant, and requested him to apply to the subscribing 
ladies for payment. Besides I know that sw4mission is 
the way topreferment; and I have thereforedetermined to 
remain just as] am, in the hope that my condition, as 
the winter advances, may be so truly deplorable, that 
some of the kind subscribers to my existence will bekind 
enough to send me at least a flannel petticoat or two, if 
} should be so unfortunate as not to gain a place where I 
may be screened from wind and weather. Hoping that 
you will be just enough to the merits of a great man, 
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Wi Is so much nevlected by ihe public : and that t he: 
exhibition of my wrongs will produce a remedy, 
1 Remain, Your’s 


THE GRE 
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EN MAN. 
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tion to the Wool-sack. Nor should £ much mind being 
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Well, my friend, What sayest thou to this “ brave 
monster!” Is he not entitled to my good offices? f 
fear, however, [ shail not be able to scrve him) in this 
country. Phere are loo many like — ithe essentials 
of his character, though of less weig! t, that 1 fear all 
ihe avenues to promotion ure closed up. Gut we may 
do something for hin. afread! There is Spain wants 
a better King! and while she will have one, she cannot 
do better than select cue who will not do any mischief. 
\fexico, too, has a strange taste for an Emperor, ‘The 
Cireen Monster is just the thing for such a post. With 
a crown on his head, a sceptrein his hand, and decently 
dressed in imperial robes, be would look grander than 
Napoleon. Do thou recommend him, to thy brother, 
who has some interest there. If the Emperor of Japan 
were to die, he would make an interesting successor. 
Or if thou should | bein Want of an assistant bonze, whose 
looks would assist the collections, and wi would vot 
eat more than his siare at the privatefeasts, thou couldst 
not do better than engage him. Bat be quick in wd 
decision, if thou thinkest he would be of at 1y use to thee 
for these islanders m ay shortly recover their senses and 
begin to look alter officers, who will serve on cheaper 
terms than these who are engaged at present, 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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LIBERATION GF MR. HUNT. 

A Conmittee has Bsns formed, for the purpose of 
arrangig 2 public breakfast at chester, wna a Rene 
dinner at Faunton, on tae 30th of October next, when 
Mir. Eluat wiilbe restored to breathe the free air 2 aa 
withoul control. The Rev. Houry Cresswell has necept- 
ed the oliice of Soeretary, and the faliowing corres- 
pondonce has passed between that gentleman and Thomas 
Nortiimore, [sq Who is to presiae On the oceasion. 

‘© TOT. NORTHMORE. 
¢ Taunton, Sept,, 20 1822. 

** =irn.— Pie Commitice fora rans rin s the proc ceedings 
of * the Liberation Dinner, in honour of Henry 
tiuat, sq. and to be heldat the Loudon In o, Faunton, 
on the 30th of Oct. next, have deputed me to express 
bo you their sentiments. We need not remind you, 
sir, of the manly and sauvage virtues of the above- 
mentioned individual whose whole life has been devot- 
ef ta the public wellare; nor need we now  particu- 
larze the more immediate benefits arising to this 
counly, from the late never-to-be- forgotten transactious 
at Hehester ; when we hail the day, on which your 
name shall be enrolled amongst us, as a Freeholder, 
these matter — be more fully developed, and sub- 
mitted to your attention. With anxious eye then to 
future, and in admiration of your sqlendid talents, we 
call upon you to th — a lustre and brilliancy over 
eur proceedings ;—we call upon you yet bya stronger 
claim as ENGLISHMEN, role, mined not to barter away 
yur RIGHTS; at the same time, well knuwing how to 
appreciate the social blessings of order aud sobriety— 
we invite you, of a neighbouring county, in your public 
eapaciiy as a MAG INTRA ATE, to fill that Chair, which, 
wilii shame be rt spoken, (on account of the CLOUD now 
hanging over them) not one of the Magistrates in our 
oOWwD, is worthy to be invited to. Thus to their eternal 
disorace, shall it hereafter be recorded, that fromamongst 
their ranks. the individual was not to be found, honoura- 
ble cnoush to disown the ungracious Acts of his col- 
jcagues, or to welcome to more than life—lo LIBERTY 
—ihe man so severely galled by their harsh and undue, 
restricttons, 
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“Tam, Sir,in the name of the Commiltee, yours res- 
pectfully. “HENRY CRESSWELL,? 
Secretary. 


ee eee 


To the Reverend Henry Cresswell, Secretary to the 
r] . > ° e i ° > 
Committee for arranging the proceedings of the 
Liberation Dinner, in honour of Henry Hunt, Esq. 


Rev. Sir, 

I return the Committee my heartfelt thanks, 
as well for the distinction of which they have thought 
me worthy, as for having deputed you to be the organ of 
their sentiments. You judge rightly in deeming it unne- 
cessary to remind me, either of the manly and patriotic 
virtues of Mr. Hunt, or of his devotion to the public 
welfare. They are seen afar, as the beacons of the 
night; and as well known, as is that corruption, which, 
by his laudable and persevering exertion, now tolters, 
like the bastile of Hchester, to its very foundation. 

That my becoming a freeholder of a county, from 
Which my family originaliy sprang, should afford to the 
committee any gratification, is an honour of which I 
feel proud; and [am happy to inform you that I am 
now a freeholder of Somersetshire. 

What you are pleased to observe of my humble talents, 
I attribute solely to the too-favourable tcelings of private 
friendship; for [ trust I shall never be weak enough to 
suppose myself capable of throwing any lustre on such 
an assemblave of patriotic talent as Somersetshire pro- 
duces—men who, if [regard only the support they have 
given to the Ilchester sufferer, are above any praise of 
mine. But you call upon me, Sir, in the name of En- 
_glishmen determined not to barter away their rights ; 

this is a call which, in whatever light | may regard my- 
self, I consider it as a duty to obey; particularly in 
times when corruption, and aristocratic intimidation, 
seem to have overspread the land, and, if 1 were to 
judge from a neighbouring city, have almost changed the 
nature of Englishmen. 

You are pleased also to call upon me as a magistrate ; 
I am sure that the people of Somerset will need no ma- 
gistrate to enjoin order, or sobriety. Britons when left 
to themselyes mot erty Pr we vy het is right, but never 
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fail to practise it; it is corruption which 1s disorderly » 
it isthe minions of plunder who create confusion. Look 
at the triumphant procession of Mr. Wooller into Bir- 
mingham; fifty thousand people, unreproached by a 
single act of disorder! uninjured by a solitary accident! 
and why? because they were left to themselves, and 


their own prudence. Even the poor solitary police- 


officer found no employment; nor did I see any occasion 


to swear in (as I had threatened) any one of the four 


spies who allended the dinner, as special constables to 
keep the peace. But your mention of me in the capa- 
city of magistrates, in which capacity I have ceased to 
act for many years, calls to my aid a piece of private 
history, which I will reserve for another opportunity, as 
it will tend to develope the secret and remote workings 
of that system, under which the nation, through the 
permission of the borough-bolding Whigs, still groans. 
I remain, dear Sir, 
Your’s, very sincerely, 


Cleve, Sep. 22, 1822. T. NORTHMORE. 
CASE O" Mr. LEWIS. 








We have received the following letter, in consequence 
of an appeal in our last number to the friends of Reform, 
on behalf of Mr. Lewis. The fines ougAt, in both cases, 
to be remitted ; because they are in both cases illegal 
and unjust. By the law of the land, and according to 
every moral principle, a fine beyond ‘the ability of any 
person to pay, is unjust. Now, Mr. Lewis had been 
entirely ruined, in his pecuniary means, by the effect of 
three Crown prosecutions, before he went up to receive the 
judgment of the Court. Yet he was sentenced to two years 
imprisonment, and a fine of fi/ty pounds, when we are 
perfectly aware he could not have had twenty shiilings 
left in his possession. The ke arned Judges, an ordinary 
person might have supposed, took care to inflict penalt 
enough upon his body ; and they might have had the Chris~ 
tian charity, if not the moral justice, to remember, 
that a country schoolmaster, just beginning life, and ex- 
posed to the operation of the prejudices against him, 
which the profession of an attachment to freedom in this 
eorrupt and degenerate state would necessarily entail 
upon him; after haying been exposed to three crown 
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proseculions, could not have much left him to pay fines 
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sess one spark of maniy spirit, or of human feeling, he 
wiil order tie fine to be ns > but Mr. Lewis is a 
Reforme r, an ad the prison % aun > bayonet have been the 
only answers they have ever received in reply to their 
demand for justice, and the redress ef wropes. The fine 


for the sale of the breakfast powder, every roan of com~ 
mon schse and common honesty must proclaim io be a 


Jraud committed in the name of fa, to render the law 


an instrument of oppression. ‘This eles ataneee he owes 
lu some friend of the existing abuses at Coventry ; > and 
the onjeet Was not so much to prevent the sale oi roasted 
Wheat, as to crus a Reformer! Against none other 
than the friends of Reform, and the venders of the pam- 
winets from the presses devoted to the cause of Refi arm, 
have we ever beard that the fines have been persisted i in, 
while to punish Reformers, they bave been most rigor- 
ously insisted upon. T he ve rdict ageinst Mr. Lewis 
was obtained in an illegal manner. Tie had a packed 
isxchequer J jury against him; one of whom was permitted 
to sit, although he confessed he had answered to a 
wrong name. There were other «rreguéarities, but 
they were said to be quite immaterial, probably because 
they were in favour of the prosecution. A Petition to 
the House of Commons, from Mr. Lewis, was presented 
by Sir Robert Wilson; and, on that occasion some 
ministerial member said the matter had better be left to 
the descretion of the Government, who 7 disposed to 
take any such cases into consideration. Air. Lewis, of 
course, addressed the Lords of the T reasury, from whom 
he has had no answer, and a detainer for the amount of 
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The writer of the following letter will remember that no 
appeal can be made to the House of Commons until the 
middle of February next; or at least not before the 
beginning of that month; and that the term of Mr. 
Lewis's imprisonment of two years will expire in the 
middle of November ni ext; so that to wait for the result 
of a parliamentary enquiry would be to consign him to 
ihe horrors of a third winter in his ii alah ! The sum. 
though /arge fo NIM, Is TRIFLING to the public:—and 
though we earnestly recommend him to besieve the 
portals of the Treasury and the Excise fora remittance 
of fines that it was injustice to impose— which it will be 
robbery to take—and still greater infamy than even rob- 
ary and injustice to detaim him in prison for—yet we 
as earnestly implore the public not to Iet his suffer- 
sn and privations be prolonged one hour, if his perse- 
cutors should be found destitute of common humanity, 
as well as indifferent to the dictates of justice. 
“TO ‘THE EDIFOR. 

“ S18, 

“ Pagree wiih you entirely, that the pablic are bound 
in justice fo support persons in the situation of Mr. Lewis; and 
fum prepared to contribufe ny mite, towards the means of 
obtaining his liberation. 

“ F must beg leave, however, to suggest the propriety of a 
petition to Parliament, praying the fine of 100]. may be remit- 
ted; with regard to that of SUL, T presume the attempt would 
be hopeless 

“ But there is something so palpably iniquitous in the pro- 
ceedings of Government, on the subject of the breakfast pow- 
der generally, and the motive of the prosecution (or persect- 
tion), as fo Mr. Lewis’ case in particular, that [ cannot help 
thin! wei a peat n statement of the facts, aided by the talents of 
Sir Francis Burcett, Mr. Grey Bennett, Mr.. Lambton, or 
some other &iend of the people, must be irresistible. At all 
events, the exposure must do good; and atter the trial, whether 
successtul or not, 1 shail be happy to add a few pounds to the 
subscription you have se kindly undertaken to receive, 

‘ Tam, Str, very aiucerely, 
“ Your obedient ser vant, 


«AN ELECTOR OF LONDON, 


” 97th Sept., bé 90" 
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PUBLIC APPROBATION OF THE PARLIA- 
MENTARY LABOURS OF MR. HUME. 


This persevering enemy of profligate expenditure, has 
paid a visit to his constituents in Scotland, where he has 
received those testimonies of public approbation, which 
cannot fail to stimulate him to fresh exertions, since his 
past services are so justly appreciated, and so properly 
rewarded. The report of the proceedings at any of the 
assemblies by which he has been entertained, is a fair 
specimen of them all ; and we therefore give the follow- 
ing extracts from the account of a public dinner given to 
him at Berwick, on the 23d ult. After being welcomed 
‘into the town by a merry peal of bells, and having been 

resented with the freedom of the Burgh, Mr. Hume sat 
down to a public dinner in the assembly room, with the 
Mayor as President. After the health of Mr. Hume 
had been given, with reference to his successful efforts 
in producing a reduction of taxation, after the Ministers 
had asserted that no farther reduction could take place, 
Mr. Hume rose and said,—“ there had indeed been great 
reduction made in the public taxation, but it was too 
much to say it was owing to the exertions of one humble 
individual. The reduction was the result of the combined 
exertions of a small band, not more than 40 in number, 
but composed of men as respectable for their indepen- 
dence and intelligence, as any who ever sat in the House 
of Commons. No man who attended to the state of the 
country, could fail to see that the evils under which it 
Jaboured, arese principally from over taxation, and a 
acasteful expenditure of the public money. He had 
iried to expose, through the House of Commons, to the 
nation, the mode in which it was wasted. It wasin vain 
to expect any good to arise from merely addressing the 
House of Commons. He might convince them night 
after night, but without changing a single vote. The use 
of the statements was their effect upon the public, and 
through them upon the Ministry. (Cheers.) The House 
of Commons had fallen into this state, within the last 30 
or 40 years, from the influence afiorded to Ministers by 
the enormous expenditure; and therefore the most ef- 
fectual and beneficial mode of reforming the House, was 
to cut off the supplies which created this undue influ- 
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ence. (Cheers.) Still, looking at the House of Com- 
mons in its present state, he did not anticipate any great 
results. We could look to a tree for only its natural 
fruit:—we could not expect to find grapes on thorns, nor 
roses on thistles.” ( Cheers.) 

When Colonel Ord addressed the company, he recom- 
mended the attention of Mr. Hume to a elass of cases, of 
which he gave the following as a specimen :—“ A youn- 
ger brother of a gentleman’s family, who studied the law, 
was called to the bar, and went the circuit; but, as is the 
case with many, never got a single brief. He was in- 
troduced to a certain nobleman in the North of England, 
who has much traflic in boroughs, and recommended 
himself by some means or other to his patronage, and 
through his influence he was appointed Secretary to the 
Treasury, an office of great emolument, and obtained a 
seat in parliament. The nobleman, his patron, whom I 
shall call for the present Lord Rottenborough, if you 
please, («a laugh) had in a short time some other friend 
or relation of his own to provide for, and our Secretary 
was obliged to walk out aiid make room for him; but he 
relired witha pension of 1,5001. per annum, which one 
would think pretty well for doing nothing ; but not con- 
tent wilh that, he got a further pension of 400). or 
5001. a-year settled upon his wife.” This anecdote 
called up Mr. Hume to remark that in 1820 he had 
made three or four motions on that subject, when Mr. 
Vansittart and Lord Castlereagh both acknowledged that 
there had been great abuse in this department, which 
had arisen from an actof the 50th Gorge II!., enabling 
officers to relireon pensions. At the time the bill passed, 
the amount of allowances to retired officers of the cus- 
toms was only 7,8001.; but in 1520 they amounted to 
no less a sum than 90,000]. (Cres of “* Hear.” ) This 
increase had arisen, not because the persons who retired 
were unfit for service, but because the Ministers wished 
to provide for others, by putting them in their places. 
He would also mention a case, respecting which, when 
he stated it to the House, Mr. Croker denied his accu- 
racy, until he produced the return under Mr. Croker’s 
own hand. (Aluch laughter.) It was that of Mr. 
Hutton; he had two pensions, besides 600]. a year as 
paymaster of marines, 6001. a year as commissioner of 
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stamps, another ollice o! BOOK, and another (we could 
not hear the names) of 600]. fe could assure Coli. Ord 
he had not overlooked the subject, and Government had 
brought in a bill which wouid prevent such abuses in 
future. id 
There was ene principle overlooked at this meeting 
which we could wish had been brought forward ; viz. 
that if the few honest repres« entatives of the people in the 
House of Commons cannot “ stop the supp lee” it will 
be the bounden duty of the adie to withhold bem, un- 
til the rights and Jiberties of the nation are : 
should be remembered that, although the pe 
quite so altentive as they should be to the chi see of their 
representatives, where the clioice is left to them, a ma- 
jority is sent into that house, in which the people Acre 
no choice ; and in such a sts ite of t! nes, it is impossible 
for the peopic to exercise any influence over the majo- 
rity. They might send honest representatives where they 
have the power of chusing ; and if their real representa- 


tives were disregarded. they might also disregard the 


mandates of the “sham represe ntatives. _ to this. we 


venture to predict, the matter will came at fast Vhere 


She 

will be no Deisee. no cflectual amen ~~ nt. while the 
taxes are paid, This ts the eriterion of prosperity witi 
all the tribe of tax-eaters !) They wiil never know any 
other; they argue what the people can bear, solely fron 

what they ot ’ be ar 5 aid they will never lessen a bur- 
then that the p: ople é are Willing to carry. ‘Thet axes are 
felt severe ly cnough by those who pay them; but they 
are blessings to those who receive them: and blessi uns 
too, which the receivers s will never voluntarily part with 

But, if the supplics ought to be stopped, by the true re- 
presentatives of the people, and those representatives 


ha 0 OME? to ae nc mm”. the oh sf StObD mo then 
ave i }?? Me) sto { . ie rignt of stopping th ba} 


devolves upon the people: We must wait. however, a 
little longer for this result! The people have net all 
reached ihe same stave in the road te ruin: and it is the 
silly characteristic of human nature,to endeavour toscpa- 
rate the private fromthe pubiic good. = Henee so many 
defer opposition till they have ne porrer to oppose: aid 
hence wi en Oppos! Lion is forecad Upon a Nati vF by Infoler- 
able distress, it is as sapguinary and feracion “as tho 


* } } = , + + «- } a ~~ 
who nave preyiousiy oppressed and insnited it. 
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THE BL — NEB, No. CXIV. 





** My Masters of misrule! I have a crow to piack with you.” 


Orp Prax. 


Pr 


179. Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States of 
America, to the Ewt of Buchan. 


Detain 


Washington, 10th July, 1804. 
My Lord, 
I received, through the hands of Mr. Lenox, on his 
return to the United States, the valuable volume you were so 
good as to send me, on the life and writings of Fletcher, of 
Saltoun. The political principles of that patriot were worthy 
the purest periods of the British constitution. They are those 
which were in vigour at the epoch of the British emigration to 
America. Our ancesters brought them here, and they needed 
little strengthening to meke us what we are; but, in the weak- 
ened condition of English whiggism at this day, it requires more 
firmness to publish and advocate them, than it then did to act 
ou them. The merit is peculiarly your Lordship’s, and no one 
honors it more than myself; admitting, at tne same time, the 
right of a nation to change its political principies and constivu- 
tion at will, and the impropriety of any but its own citizens 
censuring that change. 1 expect your Lordship has been dis- 
appointed, as I acknowledge I have been, in the issue of the 
convulsions on the other side the channel. This has actuall 
lessened the interest which the philanthropist warmly felt in 
those struggles. Without befriending human liberty, a gigantic 
force has risen up which seems to threate the world ; but it 
hangs on the thread of opinion, which may break from one day 
to another. I feel real anxiety in the conflicts in which your 
nation is again engage.1; and bless the Almighty Being, who, in 
gathering together the waters under the Heavens in one place, 
divided the dry lands of your hemisphere from the dry lands of 
ours, and said, ‘Here at least be there peace. I hope that 
peace and amity with ali natious will long be ile charter of our 
jand, and that its prosperity under this charter, will react on 
the mind of Europe, and profit her by the example. My hope 
of preserving peace for our country, is not founded on theQua- 
ker-principle of non-resistance under every wrong, but in the 
belief that a just and friendly conduct on our part, will procure 
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justice and friendship from others: and that in the existing con- 
test, each of the combatants will find an interest in our friend- 
ship. { cannot say we shall be unconcerned spectators of the 
combat. We fee} for humansufterings, which these dispositions, 
and the events of the war will produce. 1 feel a pride in the 
justice which your Lordship’s sentiments render to the character 
of my illustrious countryman, Washington; the moderation of 
his «lesires, and the strength of his judgment, enabled him to 
calculate correctly, that the road to that glory which never dies, 
is to use power for the support of the laws and liberties of our 
country, not for their destruction; and his glory will accord- 
ingly survive the wreck of every thing now living. Accept, 
my Lord, the tribute of esteem from one who tenders it with 
warmth to the disinterested friend of mankind, and assurances 
of my very high consideration and respect. 
T. JEFFERSON. 

680. Our author [Sir Wm. Blackstone],oue would think, had 
never so much as opened that celebrated book [ Hume's Treatise 
on Human Nature], of which the criminality in the eyes of some, 
and the merits in the eyes of others, have since been almost 
effaced by the splendour of more recent productions of the 
same pen. ‘The magnanimity of cur author seorned, perhaps, 
or his circumspection feared, to derive instruction from an 
enemy; or, what is still more probable, he knew not that the 
subject had been so much as touched upon by that penetrating 
and acute metaphysician, whose works lie so much out of the 
beaten track of academic reading. But here, as it happens, 
there isno matter for such fears. Those men who are most 
alarmed at the dangers of a free enquiry, those that are most 
intin a’ely convinced that the surest way to truth is by hearing 
noting but on one side, will, I dare answer almost, find nothing 
of that which they deem poison, in this third volume. I would 
not wish to send the reader to any other than this, which, if 1 
recollect right, stands clear of the objections that have of late 
been urged with so much vebemence against the work in general 
{by Dr, Beattie, in his Essay on the Immutability of Truth]. As 
to the two first, the author himself, J am inclined to think, is 
not ill disposed at present to join with those who are of opinion, 
that they might, without any great loss to the science of Human 
Nature, be dispensed with. ‘ihe like might be said, perhaps, 
of a considerable part even of this. But after all retrench- 
ments there will still remain enough to have laid mankind under 
indelible oblizations. ‘That the foundations of all virtue are 
jaid in wtifity, isthere demonstrated, with a few exceptions 
made, with the strongest force of evidence: but I see not-any 
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more than Helvetius saw —what need there was for the excep- 
tions. For my own part, I well remember, no soorer had I 
read that part of the work which touches on this subject, than 
I felt as if scales had fallen from my eyes. I then for the first 
time learnt to call the cause of the people the cause of virtue. 
—Jeremy Bentham. A Fragment on Government (in Notes), 
1776, 


681. The whole art cf war, from beginning to end, is at 
best but a scene of folly and absurdity. Two kings, already 
possessed of more territory than they knew how to govern, fall 
out about a province. They immediately take up arms. Im- 
media‘ely half a Continent is deluged in blood. They carry on 
their infernal hatred, while either of them can find in the purses 
of their beggared subjects any money to squander, or while they 
can find any more of their miserable people, who, being by 
the fell ravage of war, stripped of all, are glad to throw them- 
selves into the army to get a morsel of bread. And when the 
two mighty belligerent powers—the two venomous worms— 
have carried on the contest almost to the destruction of botk, 
the point in dispute remains undecided as before, or they see 
that it might have been infinitely better decided by arbitration 
of indifferent States, without the spilling of one drop of Christian 
blood. War is not a more proper mode of deciding coutrover- 
sies between Kings, than single combat between individuals. 
All that can be determined by fighting, is, that the conqueror 
is the best fighter of the two; not that he has justice on his 
side. As TI should conclude that a private person, who chose 
rather to decide a quarrel by a duel, than to appeal to the laws 
of his country, or stand to arbitration of a few friends—a ruf- 
tian and a murcerer,—so I do not hesitate to prenounce every 
King, a butcher of mankind, who chooses rather to appeal to 
the ‘ratio ultima regum than to arbitration of neutral 
princes,-~ James Burgh. Political Disquisitions. 1774. 





682. TO THE [COLLEGE] CHAPEL BELL. 


‘ Lo I, the man who erst the Muse did ask 
Her deepest notes to swell the patriot’s meeds, 
And now enforced a far unniter task, 
Por cap aud gown to leave my minstrel weeds ;, 
For yon dull noise that tinkles on the air 
Bids me lay by the lyre and go to morning prayer. 
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Oh how T hate the sound ! it is the knell 
That still a requiem tolls to Comfort’s hour; 
And loth am J, at Superstition’s bell, 
To quit or Morpheus or the Muse’s bower 
Better to lie and dose, than gape amain, 
Hearing still mumbled o’er the same eternal strain. 


Thou tedious herald of more tedious prayers! 
Say, hast thou ever summon’d from his rest 
One being—aw akening to religious awe ? 
Or rous'’d one pious transport in the breast ? 
Or rather, do not all reluctant creep 
To linger out the hour in listlessness or sleep? 


I love the bell that calls the poor te pray, 
Chiming from village church its cheerful sound, 
When the sun siniles on Labour’s holiday, 
And all the rustic train, are gathered round, 
Each deftly dizen’d in his Sunday’s best, 
Aud pleas’d to hail the day of piety aud rest : 


Or when, dim shadowing o’er the face of day, 
The mantling mists of eventide rise slow, 
As through the forest gloom I wend my way, 
The minster curfew’s sullen roar Il know ; 
I pause, and love its solemn toll to hear, 
As made by distance soft—it dies upon the ear. 


Nor not to me tbe unfrequent midnight knell 
Tolls sternly harmonizing ; on mine ear 
As the deep death-fyaught sounds long lingering dweH ; 
Sick to the heart—of love, and hope, and fear, 
Soul-jaundiced,—I do loath life’s upland steep, 
And with strange envy muse the dead ma‘i’s dreamless sleep. 


But thou memorial of monastic gall ! 
What fane y—sad or lichtsome—hast thou given? 
Thy vision-scaring sounds alone recall 
The prayer that trembles on a yawn to heaven; 
And this Dean’s gape, and that Dean’s nasal tone, 
And Roman rites retain’d—though Roman faith be flown. 


Robert S.uth ey. Poems. 1797. 
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THE RIGHTS OF MAN NEITHER NOVEL IN 
THEIR NATURE, NOR MODERN IN THEIR 
ORIGIN. 


—(O— 


It has formed one important part of our public duty, 
to rebut the false and audacious assertion of the tools of 
the system, that the claims of the Relormers are new, 
and arise from the dove of change, and a desire for inno- 
vation. Our position has always been that the RIGHTS 
OF MAN, are of necessity as ancient as the existence of 
man—that they arise out of ho compact, nor result from 
any agreement with the social body, or its accidental 
rulers ;—but are inalienable in their nature, and as im- 
mutable as the laws of nature, out of which they arise. 
A correspondent, eminently fitted by his love of those 
rights, aud an intimate acquaintance with the works of 
their advocates in all ages, has materially assisted us in 
the elucidation of these principles, by his series of ex- 
tracts under the the title of “* THe BLACK NEB:”’—in 
which he has exhibited the illustration of those rights, by 
the pens of almost every author who deserves to be held 
in the remembrance of the world for either genius or 
earning. On the perusal of these extracts, though no- 
thing can shame the minions of corruption, still they 
must have winced as severely asa ‘ galled jade,” to 
perceive the refutation of all their idle clamour about 
sedition, disaffection, want of respect for existing au- 
thorities ; and all the cant about that loyalty, which 
with them, only means the filling of their own pockets, 
by the emptying of the pockets of tie community ; aid 
the gratification of a vanity which rather merits the 
Whip, at the expence of the happiness of their fellow 
creatures. As faras the minions of the system are men 
of letters, they stand convicted of fraud, and tyranny, 
upon the evidence of such competent witnesses, as would 
ensure their punishment from any tribunal founded upon 
Just principles! —and where they are as ignoraut as they 
are base, they have becn shewn from authority, which they 
cannot question, that they are committing treason against 
the best interests of humanity, by supporting a scheme of 
plunder and oppression, which drains the resources of 
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the industrious ito the reservoirs of their licentious, proe- 
Hierate, and lasciviousspoilers. That this had a considera- 
ble effect in silencing the Azreling clamour against Re- 
form, we have had an opportunity of ascertaining :— 
the brazen impucence of official slavery has beea abash- 
ci—the base cunning of mercenary talent has been cx- 
pused-—by producing im array ag alnst oppression and 
corruphi ms) all iliose authorities, which. out of neeessi! ty, 

iis adherents are compelled to own are irresistible, and 
which, out a sheer h opuaries, hey have allected almost 
io Worship in the abstract, while ‘fom were atlempting 
io destroy in practice. In furtherance of Uns portion of 
our publie duty, we insert this week a most admirable 
speech of Mr. Day, the author of Sandferd and Merton. 
the excellence of this document ts not its only recom- 
mendation:—ithe eireumstances of its delivery, and the 
personages before whom it was delivered, give it an ad- 
ditional interest; though the courageous honesty, and 
manly truth, whieh bre: athe in ev ery sentence, are sufli- 
cient to entille its author to the highest esteem among 
the friends of Rberty. ‘The apostates, Pitt and Rich- 
mond, were amonest the audience before whom it was 
spoken:— and it is no small er aie ant to the doctrines 
it contains, that when those political renegadoes betray- 
ed the people whom they professed to serve, that they 
never dared to attempt to refute the arguments of those 
Whon they deserted :—and that they always are to 
soure chapter in the volume of expedience, which, lite- 

rally were led, generally means vel hinted est. The ail. 
vocates liberty have, in all ages, taken the same 
erounds ie have differed in the means of securtug 
the freedona of the human race, but they have never dif 
fered as to what that freedom meant. Nor could they ; 
for antiquity, which on all other subjects is rather apt to 
Gtind, than to enlighten, on this is as clear as the sun at 
noon-day! There is no obscurity, no mystery, about 
the origin of ru/ers. Kings, and Priests, Senators, and 
Military Commanders, have no other source than the 
most ordinary of mankind. They have been always 
taken out of the common mass: and all the superiority 
they have ever possessed, has been stolen, or borrowed, 

from the people. Let high blood, and ilfustrious rank, 
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trace its pedigree as far as it will, the current is lost at 
last, in some ordinary puddle af the common fluid. 
Hence arises the conclusive argument, that no man can 
justly claim any authority over another, but what the 

latter is disposed to confer upon the former! All equit- 
able rule is founded upon the immediate choice and con- 
sent of those who avree to be its subjects ; and all in- 
equitable rule exists solely upon the su ferance of those 
hase who are called upon by the first law of nature, to 
rouse themseives, and shake it off. 

Who can help laughing when the mercenary panders 
to the doctrine of divine ri wht, € ali upon us to venerate 
the descent of ihe eceupiers of thrones?’ Who knows 
not that the founder of the Norman dynasty in England 
was the fruit of an adulterous intercourse with a Lanner’s 
daughter ?—-that his rights were derived from the 
ee of his followers, and the cowardice of a nation 

hat should have executed him as a Brigand rather than 
have received him asa King. This country has been 
stuggling against the consequences of that conquest ever 
since ; and too muci: of the load yet remains. But we 
liave to learn that a long continuance of a wrong makes 
a right:—or that a people should be always slaves, be- 
cause a prior generation had been fools, or knaves. Mr. 
Day, in the following address clearly points out the basis 
on which all free government should stand, Though he 
employs not the same terms, he lays down the same 
principles with Thomas Paine, Indeed, Paine had been 
anticipated by many in the principles, of the Rights of 
oe Which are as old as the C reation, though “he has 

een equalled by no one, in their clear and forcible exhi- 
hition and illustration. The great error of most other 
Writers on tbe su — is, that they have been contented 


with a mere reference to what is best t, without sufliciently 
pointing out the danger of the worst | stems, and the 
mcans hy VW hie y ies are to be relo: m2 7 'aine, on the 
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possi dil ity of st, 
hitica’ raisehtef, Ina wise and enlightened comeaunity 
The author of the fullowine speech, “however, strips the 
visage of tyranny bare, an d invites the peopie to destroy 
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ihe Monster, by demanding the rights which cannot be 


fost, and recurring to those “principles upon Which an at- 
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tempt had been made to secure the liberties of the coun- 
try. That the attempt of our ancestors to do this, has 
failed, is an additional reason why fresh endeavours 
should be made. That corruption has crept into the very 
citadel which had been erected against it, is an additional 
stimulus to its expulsion!—and- “the reason and the sti- 
mulus become more urgent, as the system proceeds, piling 
corruption upon corruption ; ; until the light of Heaven is 
intercepted from visiting the multitude, that their oppres- 
sors may bask in constant sunshine. It is degrading to 
humanity, that it should have hitherto bid defiance to the 
reason and courage of the country. The attempts hi- 
therto made to check its progress, have been found inef- 
fectual, because the mind of the public was not } repared 
either to expect, or to receive, the conviction of its mis- 
chievous nature. The period, however, has arrived, 
when the public eye cannot be closed against the truth ; 
and when it may be concluded that it will bear no longer 
with what it feels so sensibly is rank injustice. 


THE SPEECH CF THOMAS DAY, ESQ. ON THE NECESSITY 
OF A REFORM IN PARLIAMENT, 
Delivered at Cambridge, March 25,1780; when his Grace the 

Duke of Portland, his Grace the Duke of Richmond, his 

Crrace the Duke of Manchester, his Grace the Duke of Rut- 

land. the Rt. Won. Earl Spencer, the Rt. Hon. Lord Besbo 

rongh, the Rt. Elon, Lord Duncannon, the Rt. Hon. Lard 

Robert Manners the Rt. Hon, William Pitt, Esq., Sir Robert 

rernard, Bart., Sir Giles Pavne, Bart,, Thos. Day, Esq., Jolin 

Wilkes, Esq., and others, were appointed a Committee to 

carry on a correspondence to restore the Freedom of Parlia 

ment, 

‘¢ it is with peculiar pleasure, Gentlemen, that I meet 
you in a place which ought to 2 the asylum of public 
virtue and manly independence ; ; the patron of every ge- 
nerous refurmation; the open and avowed enemy of 
civil and religious tyranny. Upon other occasions I 
might have contented myself with barely stating the 
expedience of the present measure; here I shall expa- 
tiate in a wider field, a: d call your attention to the great 
principles of politic: al society, as if, before the first tribu- 
nal in the wath 1, | were pleading the cause of human 
niture against the advocates of oppression. 


- 
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The end and object of all political society are the 
happiness and security of the whole ; the means are those 
revulations which have been found agreeable lo the wis- 
dom and experience of the people ; ; the conduct of rulers 
may indeed be warpel from this great end to low and 
iHiberal sel! ishiness, a and mankind, from ignorance or in- 
dolence, may tolerate the abuse ; but nothing can destror 
the claim; “ead the pride and folly of issaliy iduals might 
as well pretend to engross the air, the lizht, the war mth 
of heaven, as justly as to contine all powers and privi- 
Jezes of Government to that uarrow circle which has in 
most countiics monopolized them. 

“6 With ttis view of things T shall never carry the 
merited respect I bear to nobles, magistrates, or kings 
themselves, into any species of idolati y; i shall never 
mistake the ‘toonent for the end, or confound the 
good and safety of mankind with the interests of particu- 
lar bodies, or the ambition of individuals. Neither Mu- 
gistraée nor Sovereign has any naiural claim to alle- 
giance; while be executes the duties of his office confor- 
mably to the will of those who have appointed him, he 
deserves respect, esteem, and support; the instant be 
deviates from these, and converts his power to private 
instead of pudiéic ends, he is no more to ce indured than 
a mortification, because it has begun in some noble or 
uselul organs of the body. 

*¢ What I am now advancing is equally agreeable to 
the dictates of reason and the practice of the [english 
constitution. Many instances may be brought from iis-- 
tory, of Kings who have been solemnly deposed for not 
performing the duties of their office, or for infringing the 
liberties of the people. But the last great revolution of 
our government is a decisive precedent, that subjects may 
alter their rulers, and that Avngs must expect utlegiance 
0 longer than they deserve it. 

‘“¢ Gentlemen, I will not consume your time with 
studied panegyrie upon the excellence of that constitution 
under which we live; this only I will observe, that no 
system can be imagined more consistent with natural 

rights, none, in which they have been more thoroughly 
inneuliatad, or more accurately defined. 

“ Jn other countries es, the causes and pretexts of op- 
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pression, are those discretionary — rs With which the 
supreme magisirate is invested, for the use of which he 
is accountable to heaven alone. With us no dis cretonary 
power, which can affect the life, the propercy, or the 
liberty of an individual, is permitted to the Sovereign 


‘ 


himself. We have a right to speak our sentiments will 


eo | 





a tempered, but an honest boldness: no restraint can be 
put upon our personal freedom, unless we have committed 
crimes which make us unworthy to enjoy it: nor can our 
property be wrested from us, under the plea of state 
necessity, without at least the appearance of our own 
consent. Aud lest the laws themselves, by being too near 
the influence of the supreme Maccentete, should be per 
verted to our annoyance, it is “provided that not the 
meanest wrelch that begs | his bread shall be obnoxious 
to the public vengeance, without the consent of bis equals. 

6 Yes, G ioaleren. i repeat it, because it 1s a slori- 
ous privi ilege Which cannot be loo often mentioned to 
you, that, not all the rich the great, the powerful of 


this nation, lita conspiracy for thal purpose, can ep- 
press the meanest of this assembly, so lone as be shall 


appear innocent to a Jury of his fellow-citizens, and 
they shall dare to exert their own wiadoubled privilege 
of ascertaining both dave and fact. 

*¢ If there needed any additional proof | would refer 
you to those ereat original charters of our freedom, 
which have been forced from our unwillin i” kings, and 
confirmed at every period ef our history. L would res 
fer you to the Declaration of Rights, that renovation 
of our constitution, which is the basis of the present 
establishment; and which - do affirm, xof all the 
wniled force of the Legislature can rescind or 


OvEyV = 
turn, Without, at the same tine diss: 


alowg tie Govern- 
anent and jor; fei ung alt iatle tn alleqian CL 

“ Should it be asked, why | introduce these thines in 
an assembly which ts ie for the express purpose 
of petitioning for a reform in the public expenditure, 
this is my answer. There is no one pr seutege of thas 
people which has not been publicly called in question, 
nor one which aiall not a avrested fron them, if they 
are contented io resryn ef Ail oe arise either from 
the rqvorance of mankind, in respect to what they may 


et 
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tt stly claim, or from their ¢adolence ia asserting thal 
claim; he theref. re, that would sav e, must first enlighten ; 
J} know no methed imate effectual to preserve a nation 
from arbitrary design on the one hand, and from factious 
councils on the other then to teach Ht the precise extent 
end boundary of its own rights. 

‘Men that have either property or privileges are 
always attentive to preserve them, and interested tosup- 
port that Government which maintains them! whileslaves 
and begyars, to whom neither the world, nor the world’s 
law, is a friend, are always ripe for change, and ready to 
throw all things into confusion. 

‘S Besides, wien after all the waste of blood and trea- 
sure, Wich the present calamitous war has occasioned, 
we are caicd upon to risk the last stake we possess for 
the service of our country, it surely becomes us to in- 
quire, whether we have a country: for i do not eall the 
air we breath, nor the soil we trample upon, a country, 
nor the scanty fare which supports you for daily tails ; 
but l calé that a country, i Which item Possess an 
equal . shure inv their own Governinent, and privileges 
which are inviolable; he, therelore, ihat lays before 
you the ncble rights w hich are inherent in you, “as Eng- 
lishmen, stin ri lates you most effectualiy to their defence. 

“ I now, ¢ Gentlemen, enter upon the more immediate 
occasion of the present assembly, the grievances of the 
nation, and i probable means of redress; and that I 
may the more early express my sentimeats upon the 
subject, imi ‘al “ ursue them to their natural source. Tie 
natural and constitutional defence of this steer has, 
during many ages, consisted in its Parliaments. The 
slorious strug: zles which those illustrious bodies had re- 
peatedly made in‘tavour of the peoj ile, the constant vi- 
vilence which they had opposed to the paehaal nents of 
the Crow: y left our ancestors no room to imagine, that 
atime might come when their RePrese ntative g io ould 
surrender up all those privileges, they were choseir to 
defend, into those very hands against w! ich they were 
chosen to defend them, and no precaution was taker 
against an evil which was not foreseen. 

~ Charles H., whose name in common with that of 
every Stuart, [ detest, set the first example of pudlie 
corruption 5 a practice which bas been too successfully 
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adopted in succeeding reigns. Our Kings grown cun- 
ning by the misfortunes of their predecessors, no lenger 
attempted the liberties of their subjects by open violence, 
but attacked them by the more secret and pernicious 
method of undermining the constitution; and the im- 
mense revenues of which the Crown has been left the 
unquestionable distributer, has enabled it ¢o corrupt the 
Representatives of the People, and to paison the foun- 
tains of public safely at their very source. Since that 
pernicious sera, the ~ under which we now labour 
have been renewed ¢ r increased with every returning 
sessions. We have seen wars begun and waged, not for 
the safety or interest of the people, but from the selfish 
views and ambition of the crown ; our burdens increased 
beyond our abilities to bear the am, and without any hopes 
of their ever becoming lighter, inercased till — opu- 
lence, industry, and commerce are alan end. A variety 
of acts, ail tending tu abridge the pudlic liberty, have 
been aaa. Amon; x thece i shall enumerate the Azo 
Act, made, as was pretended, to serve a temporary pur- 
pose, but, ‘like every other oppression, rendered per- 
petual ; the Game Laws, by which the great body of 
the people i is disarmed, although it isan express article 
of the Declaration of Rights, that subjects may have 
arms for thew defence; and the Excise, that system of 
legal robbery, which now extends to ever y article of 
necessity and convenience, by which the mest innocent 
and indifferent actions of our lives are subjected to con- 
trol, But the most daring violation of our rights, is that 
anfamous Act, by which a Parliament is now permiited 
to endure seven years, by which the creatures and ser- 

vants of the people took upon them to extend the term 
of their own delegated existence, and curtail their elec- 
tors of more than anions prerogatives, although it is 
evident they might as well Lave voted themseives perpe- 
tual dictators, and levelled the whole constitution at a 
single sircke. To complete the whole a Standing Army, 
that pest of luiman seciety, that baneful engine which has 
never failed to annihilate the liberties of every country 
where it was once admitted, is now interwoven with 
the Government, and become a continually zacreasing 
evil, 

* Thus in the latter ages of the Roman Empire, all 

















THE BLACK DWARF. 497 


those offices of trust and honour which used to invigo- 
rate the whole Republic, were concentrated in the per- 
son of the Emperor, so, in the British Government, 

with the forms, but against the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion, have many of our most material rights and immu- 
nities been surrendered to the Crown. ‘To the Crown 
belongs the disposition of honours and emoluments, the 
immense influence arrising from the army, the navy, 
the excise, and the civil list; the rights of peace and 
war, and the disposal of all the armed force in the king- 
dom; to us is left the task of payeng soldiers to enslave 
and representatives to betray; acccmpanicd with the 
mournful spectacle of seeing all our rights put up to pub- 
lic auction, once in seven years. Nor let any one here 
confound the jealousy of the office with disrespect for the 
person of our Sovereign; the objects are in their own 
nature as different as can be conceived ; and the greatest 
idolator of the private virlues of a King, may be the 
most rigid inquisitor of the least augmentation of his 
powers ; since the blessings of the one are, like their au- 
thor, of short and uncertain duration, while the evils 
which may arise from the other, are as lasting as 
its continuance. The object of our present petition is a 
particular branch of that baneful tree, whese fruits 
have brought death and ruin to our political world; it is 
for a reform of the public expenditure than which no- 
thing can be imagined more just in itself, or more neces- 
sary “to be at present urged. Shame and ruin are the 
inevitable consequences of public as well as private pro- 
dizality ; and no man can be expected to contribute 
freely 1 o the service of his country, till he is convinced 
that, in the words of the present Speaker of the House 
of Commons, what was liberally bestowed shall be wise- 
ly applied ; and, as [ am no speaker in the House of 
Commons, nor in expectation of a Chief Justiseship, I may 
perhaps a: dd, honestly. 

** Whoever, indeed, will cast the most superficial 
view upon the public accounts for the last century, will 
see such waste and profusion of the people’s property, 
such a shameful compliance with the most exhorbitant 
demands of the Crown, such a neglect, or rather such 
a determined opposition lo ever y public enquiry, such a 
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connivance al fraud, such asympathy wilh guilt, that 
will be equally astonishicd al the audacity © if our partia 
ments, which have dared to n¥®rigage the public cnet 
for two hundred aalilicne, and at the patic ince of this peo- 
ple which has suffered it. 

The objections which are brought against the present 
measure, are almost loo frivolous to Senviene an answer. 
We are told that this is no time to weaken the hands of 
Ministers, but rather to arm them wilh additional 
powers; no time to deliberate about our grievances, but 
to act wilh vigour against the foe; but surely, he best 
enables this nation to exert its vigour against the fox, 
who removes the obstecles which have hitherto imped 
it; and as to additional powers, before we grant them, 
it is, perhaps, expdient to demand some account of those 
we have already confided. No #0 svernment can be for- 
midable to external foes, Hill it is loved and respected at 
fiome, till it merit the contiderce, and grané te sonest 
avishes of the people. 

** We know too well, that the only hopes of redress 
are in the hour of anxiety and danger, when the weight 
of the people is felt in the scale of empires, and Ministers 
themselves are afraid to exasperate beyond a certain 
point. Nor are we ignorant with what disdain the peli- 
tions of the nation against the HMxcise, against the Sep- 
tennial Bill, and for expelling the dependants of the 
Crown, from amongst our representatives, ant ifor every 
useful Refor ie, has been treated fur the ast eontury. 
The bour is now come, when you must assert voursuper- 
intending power in the vovern ment, or abandon it for 
ever. Public a buses, Gentlemen, never correct them- 
selves; on the contrary, having o once been tolerated, 
they become inveterate; and though no fairness of tit le, 
or antiquily of possession, was ever able to preventa 
Government from encroaching upon the privileges of his 
subjects 5 yet, to have intermitted the dane fora single 
instant, is oiten made a claim against the people for 
refusing that claim for ever, 

‘¢ For these reasons, i must end as [ have becun, with 
exhorting you to bend the whole weight of your atten- 
tion to the reform of public abuses, and the renewai of 

the Constitution, ‘This can only be done by shorlening 
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‘the duration of Parliaments, and by wntroducing a 
more wgual Representation. When these points have 
— obtain: ed, the nation will be enabled to exert all the 

-lom, valour, and resolution it possesses, in its own 
dl hone: and if we fail then, we deserve to fali for ever. 
Till then, every inferior reformation is worse than 
nothing; it isshutting the gates, when-the enemy are in 
possession of the wa ills, or stopping a chink inthe public 
mounds, when the tide of shame and ruin is pouring in 
ata thousand breaches. in our present circumstances, 
it is an insult to common sense, a mockery of our feel - 
ings, to say that we are rt epresented ; there isnota single 
idea attached to the term, a sing! le def inition which can 
be given of it, which is not grossly violated in the.elec- 
tion of a House ef Commons; nor is there a single argu- 
ment which can be brought, to prove that Llouse repre- 
sents Great Britain by which it may not equally be prov~ 
ed, that it represents France, Spaia, the Indies, all 
Europe, or the world itself. 

These, Gentlemen, are, or ought to be, the ends of 
your meetings and associations, they are the ereal ends 
to which you are called by every honest and i: \dependent 
man, who, solely intent ypon his country’s good, looks 
down with equal indifference both on ministers and op- 
positions; who asks no favour, solicits no patronage, and, 
while he scorns alike to lend his aid to power or faction, 
devotes himself a willing victim tothe public cause. Nor 
think that i am exhorting you to a dangerous, although 
a difficult undertaking ; ‘| know that there are times, 
when the public evils are so desperate as to deter hones. 
men from allempting a cure; but {hese times are not 
yet arrived ; and that they never may, I exhort you not 

io lose the present moment. Let your petitious be ex- 
pressed with a decent, but a manly boldness ; let your 
voices rise, nol like the voices of a tumultuous rabbie, a 
name wilh which you are always honoured by the syco- 
phants of a Court, who are eda upon the public spoils 
to insult the 4 public calainties ; bul with the irresistible 
force of a well disciplined army, that neither provokes 
nor fears hostilities. 

*¢ After a calm of the longest duration, the spirit of 
the people is at length excited, and I see a storm vallers 
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jog, which may be falal to its cuemies. His poets, 5, yo 
free and independent citizens, ye scnmenengiied remains of 
a wise and valiant people, to direct this tide of national 
zeal to its proper object, not to suiler it to be diveried 
into a thousand scanty sireams, but to roll il full avainst 
the loftiest bulw: Arks of 0} ppression ; ; they will not resist 
its rage, they wil be le velied with the rout J, and leave 
you an easy Victory, attended with tie sublimest glory 
which mortals can eile ain, that of sceing the Putres Pa- 
triad, the Saviours of your Country, aud the Restorers 
of Pubiic Liberty.” 








PRISON TREATMENT OF THE FRIENDS 
Of REFORM. 


one a 


We have received the following Ictter from the Rev. 
Mr. Harrison ; and entreat of our readers an attentive 
perusal of its contents. The tyrannical atlempt to rea- 
der English prisons secret bastilles still proceeds ;—and 
witha savacity that would effect its object, if it had not 
men of sterliie courage to deal with—men who are 
ready to bear whatever can be inflicted upon them; but 
who resist it manfully, and denounce it boldly. The 
cunning of placing the Reformers in the felon’s wards, 
in order to make a pretext for éreafeng them as felons, is 
worthy of the ferocious, but still despicable system of the 
boroughmongers. Carry this principle but a litle fur- 
ther, ‘and all political independence which oppression 

may torture into crime, may be punished by placing the 
accused parties among felons ; and, when this insult is 
committed, the gaoler may proceed to treat them as 
felons, and thus make the insult the basis of greater 
Wrong, 

The conduct of the gaoler, respecting the food of the 
prisoners is decidedly ilies. ul; but this is an age in which 
Gaolers obtain indemnity as easily as Niinisters of State, 
When they prostitute their situations in the Ministerial 
cause :—and we know not any remedy within the reach 
of a RErorMer, when he sulfers injustice, either from 
the higher or the lower minions of despotism, The axiom, 
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that there is no wrong without a remedy does not prac- 
ticatly exist in the administration of the law ; and nothing 
but the unrestrained expression of public opinion, can 
shield the victims of oppression The effect produced by 
the accidental perusal of a Leicester Chronicle, which 
copied from us some remarks on the treatment of Mr. 
Warrison, is a proof of what the Press could do, if it 
would :—but while a great portion of it neglects, or be- 
trays its duty, itis not surprising that others should suf- 
fer without redress, or that it should be persecuted with- 
out mercy. 

Mr. Harrison’s statement that he was imprisoned eight 
days and nights in solitary confinement, for having a 
(ester Guardian in his possession, astonishes us, even 
after all we have heard of Bridle’s infamy. The outra- 
geaus passions of a brutal and ignorant man, might be 
pleaded in accounting for his cruelties :—but this deli- 
berate and wicked abuse of authority, to gratify a poli- 
tical pique, is truly abominable, and should call for the 
severest chastisement of the wretch who dared, in this 
manner, to pander to the political prejudices of the agents 
of the system. The thing who could so abuse his power, 
deserves not the name of man; and those who were 
anxious to support the true dignity of the character, 
would scout him from amongst their society. But it is 
unnecessary to do more to excite a proper abhorrence of 
such malicious persecution, than to insert the letter of the 
sullerer. 

‘ester Castle, Sept. 19, 1822. 
wir; 
I received a letter on the 17th inst. containing a banker’s 
order for if, 19s. lid., from “ a few friends at Leicester,” for 
Joseph Swann and me, for which we beg you to acknowledge 
our sincere thanks. In answer to their kind enquiries after our 
health and tieatment, &ec., [am happy in stating that our 
health is as good as can be expected ia prison; and our treat- 
ment hus been very good for the last two years, but we have 
reason to fear for the future, as our new Governor sees things 
differently from most men, His new orders, rules, and regula- 
tions, are of such a nature, that if carried into effect, will de- 
prive us of the use of beer, milk, meat, fruit, and groceries ; 
for all the persons who serve these things, have actually been 
prohibited from coming to the felon’s wards, though some of 
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them are connived at, at present, because it might cause teo 
great a shock. He pleads the authority of the visiting Magis- 
trates for these orders; but I know the visiting Magistrates too 
well to believe they will sanction such cruel oppression, or be 


guilty of so fiagr nt a violation of the Statute of 22 and 23 of 


Char'es Il, “ All gaolers shall permit their prisoners to send 
“ for necessaries where they piease and 32 Geo. Il. “ Goae 
“Jers shall permt prisoners to send for what victuals, bedding, 
‘or linen, they please, without any restraint.” If we are not 
allowed to see the persons who fetch or bring us our necesartes, 
we are of course under a most vexatious restraint. And I wil 
maintain, that if the ordeys above alluded to, be carried into 
effect, that every neces sary of life will he virtually prohibited, 


“xce pt bread, water, and potatoes, which are furnished at tlie 
county’ Ss expense. 


I am of opinion that beer, milk, and fruit, are absolutely ne- 
cessary in aprison; and if [ were deprived of them, I should 
not enjoy good health one week. 

[ have tried several times to go without beer, but was always 
obliged to apply to the docter in conseqitenre, and there are 
many others of the like habit of body. What would have 
become of Joseph Buttenshaw, if fe had had no beer during 
his two weet and what would soon become of Joseph Swann, 
if he were deprive: fol beer? You know, Sir, that a priso nis 
calculated to injure the strongest constitution; and more so 
when denied the common necesseries of iife. 

Oar beer is brought to us by the turnkeys at present; and 
how are we to know where it comes from, or what may be put 
into it, or whether it may not shortly be brought from the 
eovernors tap, Where there Is mystery, suspicion will be 
excited. 

We have been wishir to know ou what authority on which 
all our letters were opened, eolig out and coming into the 
prison, but cannot learn. 

You will perhaps recollect, that about two years aco aa 
order was made at the Knutsford Sessions, prohibiting ail 
newspapers from our ward, except the Jéfacelesfield Courier ; 
which order is now received | by our gaoler. You also recollect, 
that 7 was eight days and nigitts an solitary confinement for 
having a Chester Guardian in my possession. 

Be assured, Sir, [ shall have some otier paper than the 
Macelesfield Courier, though I may be confined eighteen days 
and ironed into the bargain. But tor the credit of our gavler, 


{will say, he differs from Bridle in this for he does not like 
IOUS. 
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i nave fo acknowledge the receipt of one Leicester Chroni- 
efe, dated May 18th, 1822; and also that a paragraph in the 
same paper of another date rendered us considerable service 
relative to wearing the county dress, and the subject being 

inely and spiritedly followed up by Sir Charles Wolseley, Bart. 
We are now permitted and encour aved to wear our own clothes. 
i have been as brief and explicit as | could for the satisfaction 
of our kind frends, 








1 remain Sir, 
Your's sincerely, 


JOSEPH HARRISON. 


a ress I ee ee eS. ee el 











SACKED, 


To the Memory of a Minister of State. 


“What! is he gone? ’Pistime he should !?’—Swift: 


ee eee ae 


Ye sons of freedom, jom my solemn lay ; 

And weep the fate of Godlike C ~ch. 

Pour out your wailings o’er bis sable urn, 

Nid mourn in sackeloth, and ia ashes mourn! 
ife, wi> would trimaph ina nation’s woes 

And shower his favour but on virtue’s foes 
He, whena starving people asked for bread, 
Supplied their wauts with murdering steel and lead ; 
His gen’rous actions, to recite them all 

Who can: —and who does not dument his fall. 
Let Bards, accustomed to a nobler flight, 
Heseribe hus virtues 2 their native light ; 

tnd thou, [iberuia! from whose loins | he sprung, 
No dy uger leave thy pensive harp unstrung, 
Bat tune its chords to e egies of woe, 
Aus aay as loud as if you'd lost—a straw. 


4 


ie chief regret is yours —the chiefest pain 
7 o you he gave—for you a heavier ehain 
| Lie kindly forgzed---aud as your joys grew less, 
| He mock’d your anguish, and your deep distress. 
Your just complaints with threat? ning he supprest, 
And drew the sabre to perform the rest! 
Your fertile plains to barren wastes he turn‘d, 
And e’en contentment from the cottage spurn’d. 
Thus long, he plunged you into dire alarms, 
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And forced your children to subsist on Alms ! 
Till conscience woke, and his achievements past, 
Appeat’d as hateful to himself at last, 

As to mankind—he grasps the fatal knife, 

And ends that spring of countless woes—his /ife. 


J. JONES, a Factorian. 
Manchester, August 1822. 














TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


ee eee 


Our friend T. will remember we have had some “ tow to- 
teeze,” which bas not formed any very agreeable employment ; 
and thal although we have said little about it, it has not been the 
nore pleasant on that account. We thank him for his hints; we 
know they proceed from a desire to serve us; and we will avail 
ourselves of them as far as our ability will permit. To T. it is un- 
necessary to say more, for he wiil easily understand us. 


W. G. Lewis presents his grateful acknowledgments to the mem* 
bers of the Lynn Union ne their subscription of one pound, which 
he has received through the hands of Mr. G. Dinmore, Jun. He 
also begs to say, th: at he is prevented by unavoidable obstacles 
from commencing the publication of the Parrior’s Boox or Mar- 
ryrrs, till after the expiraiion of his imprisonment, In the mean 
time he most earnestly requests that those reformers who have felt 
the iron hand of persecution, wi!l forward to him, throuzh the 
medium of his publisher, brief narratives of their cases. The style 
of these narraitves 1s of no consequence. All that is wanted are 
well-authenticated facts. Newspapers containing information of 
the above description, and reports of the trials of reformers, will 


also be particularly acceptable, and will be carefully returned, if 


required. 


W.G. Lewis begs to inform ‘ A Birmingham Radical” that his 
information is quite unfounded: W.G. L. has not received a shil- 
ling from the Reformers of Coventry for the last seven months, 
He begs to acknowledge the receipt of £1 10s. from the ** Bir- 
mingbam Union and Patriots’ Friend Society.’ ’ 
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